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John R. Stockwell introduces the documentary made about him by Academy 
Award-winning filmmaker Saul Landau. The movie has been shown in several 
film festivals around the world and on TV in many countries; but the U.S. 
networks, including PBS, refused to show it. Consequently, our showing 
provides its American premiere. Next, we look at segments of three weeks' 
coverage by the TV networks of the situation concerning the Russian troops 
in Cuba, interspersed with John's comments. Finally, John gives his 
evaluation of Cuba, having recently visited there three times, and his 
arguments against the CIA. The program was designated "tonight's highlight" 
by the Austin American-Statesman and evoked much discussion. 
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and what's going on in their country and they're so proud of it are there exceptions this is what they kept 
telling me they said get out and talk to people and you're going to find people who are unhappy and they're 
going to tell you problems we haven't solved all our problems lord knows every time we solve a problem we 
create two more but we're trying and we think the people are involved and that's what it appeared to me 
there's certainly more involved than they were 20 years ago and they were owned by by the Mafia John did 
you see evidence of increased democratization going on in Cuba they had some local elections | think last 
year for the first time and Fidel seemed to say that well before the people weren't ready for elections but now 
they've had experienced political experience education and they're ready and we're going to have more and 


more democracy did you get a sense that democracy was on the rise there do you have any well | very much 
did | | went | was visited schools and | visited apartment complexes and | talked to people about how is you 
know how is it working how do you like your representative and who diz you know who gets to vote and we 
would go into schools now obviously my two trips there where I'm very busy working on a film project which 
does not have it has twenty or thirty percent to do with Cuba doesn't make me an authority on Cuba I'm not a 
Cuban scholar | haven't been deep into the place I've seen sort of you know whirlwind tourists through here 
and there when they would take me on these tours they would sort of point to a side of town where which 
was built up in the last 20 years and then they'd make me say where to turn and make me say where to stop 
and make me say what building to go into and what Florida stop one in which door to knock on to talk to 
people so they really were trying to make an effort to let me find people to talk to and | came away with the 
very definitely strong impression that the people are involved but they're also involved in electing their own 
officials now again | hedge a little bit 
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officials now again | hedge a little bit because I'm not the Cuban scholar and authority on killing 
understanding because | don't paperback now yes as a distribution they're going to know it's gone extremely 
well but we did not get a mass market sale Norton brought it out in paperback and we got the best | could tell 
bookstores around the nation began running it in April and they still are and it is selling it selling quite well it's 
an interesting thing you learn when you write a book and of course you know you want to get paperback sale 
and you want to get a movie any author wants these things to happen paperback sales are the paperback 
business is perhaps one of the squirrely astons businesses the the rule the reasons that they will give you for 
choosing one book and not another one or incomprehensible things like for example my book Frank snaps 
book my book about CI snaps book about the evacuation of the u.s. from from Vietnam did not get a mass 
market sale but Phil Caputo's book rumors of war about marine lieutenant experience in Vietnam 10 years 
ago and how he was disgusted with the war and whatnot was was a million-dollar paperback hiked and sold 
all over the nation but they didn't pick up snaps book which is what happened recently you know what it's all 
about sy Hersh you know who broke me lie he was in Vietnam he got onto the story he refused to drop it he 
resisted intimidation and he he cracked me lie and a series of articles and he pounded away until he got 
prosecution on it he kept after it until he did Neil | and he wrote a book and he's a talented writer and he 
wrote a book about how | cracked me by the inside story of what all happened trying to get this story out and 
it didn't get a mass market sale if you can believe that but it didn't and so what they'll tell you in New York is 
that they look for books that have a certain little touch or flair that they 
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certain little touch or flair that they can do one book four million dollars instead of 10 for a hundred thousand 
dollars and so a lot of very good books don't get got paperback sales John mentioned the movie that might 
be made of your Brooke what's happening with that project well I'm learning as | go along about books and 
about movies I've got three parties to a New York and one in California and one of the ones in New York has 
California connections that are heavy weights that are people that are capable of doing big movies books like 
this we're talking to me very seriously I've had four written offers proposals and | rejected them because 
there was a flaw in each one that made them unacceptable but pull for me a little bit of luck and and and we 
might get a really exciting movie about this this book in search of enemies in closing | wonder if you could tell 
your thoughts on how you feel about your having taken a moral stand against the CIA criticized its crimes it's 
dirty tricks whereas William Colby the former director who was in charge of the Phoenix program that was 
literally a program of genocide has continued to defend the CIA and travels around the country in defense of 
it and has gotten a lot of media play and is taken as one of the pillars of the establishment whereas your 
looked up on a bit as an outsider how do you feel about this plus the fact that Colby is now retired and rather 
opulent splendor and this little sailboat and here you're struggling to make ends meet well | don't have any 
great sense of bitterness | think it's an unfortunate statement about our society and the way things are that 
someone can't like Kobe can have 
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that someone can't like Kobe can have blood up to his armpits the deaths and programs that he personally 
ordered and managed total at least 40,000 people dead and that's just two programs that we lot of others 
and he retires with great dignity as you say an honor but | don't feel the slightest bit of lack of dignity or 
dishonor in my own position absolutely not | have not been I have not had a single experience in which 
people made me feel less worthwhile or less worthwhile than Colby he did run out his for career and get his 
pension he did have his legal degree and because of connections that he had through the CIA he's 
established a practice and comfortable business was thrown his way | would say the only thing that aside 
from the moral issue of a person who has committed gross crimes against humanity not nearly the scale and 
scope of Holocaust but the same principle is admired and leads a dignified life aside from that just practically 
the way he lives the only thing that | regret is the trend in the nation to give people like by universities 
primarily to give people like Colby and former President Ford and Admiral Turner and Kissinger abundant 
fully funded opportunities to lecture and they stand up and lie and tell it like it was not and people like myself 
who are willing to go before the same groups of people and tell it like it is and tell the truth and tell what 
happened and | lectured at UC San Diego 
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happened and | lectured at UC San Diego six weeks after President Ford had been there x President Ford 
and he had receipt he had lectured for one hour much of what he'd said was patent lies not true statements 
he answered three questions and left in a limousine and got ten thousand dollars | stayed for about five 
hours talking to those people and did my level best to tell the truth and provide accurate insights and | got 
four hundred dollars and that and this is unfortunate it's it's a further statement of the trend of the times the 
establishment is back in people like Colby are getting a wider audience Turner is invited to lecture and 
permitted to stand up and deliver his lines and he's funded for it yes | regret that | have | have to pay my rent 
and I'm succeeding in paying my rent but | would be a little bit happier with the situation if | had more 
opportunities to lecture even than | do and more economic freedom to to get about more and lecture more to 
people that are interested but that's a small detail and it certainly was not a surprise when | let's face it when 
you're sitting inside the CIA at the level of a colonel a younger man you're not a director you haven't had the 
national international prominence and you quit the CIA and you you attack them you write a book exposing 
them your you don't expect to have the CIA and the establishment pat you on the back and buy your 
limousine and set you up for life you know that you're going to be a little bit of an outsider at best in fact you 
worry about things much more profound than that are you going to survive are you going to be hurt or your 
children going to be hurt these are the things that you think about and 
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